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SOUTHERN CHAPTER OPENS CONSERVATION DRIVE 
A most significant movement is under way 


in the Southern Chapter of the-Sierra Club, 
With Chairman Jim Vickrey*s appointment of 


Weldon Heald to head the Conservetion end 


‘Forestry Committee, and with plans already 


laid for a program to keep the membership 
well informed on“conservation matters, “it 
appears that a highly practical approach 
is being made to one of the Sierra Club's 
principal ‘objectives. 

Although there is a growing awareness 
among Sierrans that numerous threats men- 
ace our few remaining bits of wilderness, 
full information and effective action can 
come only through well planned work such 
as the newly reorganized Committee has 
already outlined. And none too soont 


Wilderness Invasion Foreseen 
"I was amazed,” says liajor Heald, “when 
I got back after an absence of over two 
years from the west coast and the doings 
of the Sierra Club, to learn that nearly 
every place I had known as a wilderness 
or protected.area was scheduled for some 
postwar so-called development. Apparently 
Veday is to be D-day for our forests and 
mountains’ The fight against these en- 
croachments seems to me to be the most 
important activity the Sierra. Club can 
engage in--not only the Directors, but 
every member that we can interest in con- 
servation. 

Plans for the organization of the Com- 
mittee call for a small central group to 
direct its activities; anda large number 
of participating members whose principal. 
concern ‘will be to keep themselves and 
others informed on all action regarding 
netional and state parks, forests, and 
monuments. 


Not Merely Chapter Affair 


As ‘Weldon Heald points out, "Individuals 


and committees within the Club have been 
doing notable work in the field of con- 
servation for the past fifty years, but 
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_ VALENTINE PARTY IS COMING! 


If you are one of those people who cantt 


remember to read their schedules, turn 
to page 27 right now, and make plans for 
the Valentine Party on Friday, February 
16th. .At Mary Rixford's home, 1795 


‘California Street....musical entertain- 


ment, dancing, refreshments.... better 
come and find your Valentines 
as paitoanin © ao mmmasaiea eee pols Ww 


SAN JACINTO THREAT RENEVED 


Regardless of what we may think of their 
aims, we must accord grudging admiration 
for their persistence to a certain group 
of promoters at Palm Springs who appear 
to seck control over the San Jacinto Wil- 
dernéss Area and San-Jacinto State Park, 
Twice before, they have Sought passage 
of a bill providing for the construction 
of a tramway or cable railway from Palm 
Springs to near the summit of Ifs, San Ja- 
cinto as well as “improvements" (hot dog 
stends, etc.?), and further providing 
that the Palm Springs Winter Park Author- 
ity thereby created exercise almost com- 
plete jurisdiction over ail areas affected 
by the construction, And twice before, 
the bill has been vetoed (by Governor 
Olson and by Governor Warren), 
But here it comes again. Plans appear 
to be under way for introduction of a 
Similar bill in the present Legislature, 
Objections Stated hy Governor 
message (lay, 1941), Governor 
Olson stated, in part: “While...facili- 
ties...operated by the Authority under - 
contract with the State Park Commission 
might be subject to the approval of the 
Park Commission, the facilities which 
would be constructed under this absolute 
grant of rights of way would not be sub- 
ject to eny approval or control, This 
absolute grant of jurisdiction and con- 
trol over a large segment of the scenic 


there has been little opportunity (sont.p.g) T°SoUrces of ‘the State, (cont. page 3) 
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NEW ADDRESSING PRACTICE EXPLAINED 


In one way it is quite gratifying that 
the Yodeler subscription list is steadily 
lengthening, but those whose job it is to 
address envelopes can see certain disad- 
vantages in the increase. If ell our 
subscribers Gould be helpful enough to 
live in the Bay Chapter area, changing 
neither their addresses nor their names, 
then all the envelopes could be run off 
on the addressograph, and it would be 
easy. But over one hundred and fifty of 
fem don?t. 

In order to lighten the work for the 
worthy volunteer who undertakes the hand 
addressing, Yodelerstaff feels obliged 
to make two changes in policy: 

(1) If the subseription is listed in 
the neme of a spouse member, but there is 
an addressograph plate for the other 
speuse, then the envelope will be ad- 
dressed to the latter. 

(2) Requests for first-class mailing 
will be henored only for those living 
outside the state of California. If you 
are one of the few who have been getting 
a first-class mailing although the staff 
does not see the need for it, then any 
unused extra-postage allowance will be. 
applied to the extension of your subscrip- 
tion. (If you don't approve this change, 
write a letter to the Manager, who will 
reconsider your case) ign P 

It is, however, still possible (and ad- 
visable) for overseas members to request 
air-mail postage, at $2.20/yr. extra. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Excerpt from V-Mail from Capt. Dick 
Leonard, now in Burma.) 

I was delighted to see the UeS. Army 
away over here in India take valuable 
space in its weekly newspaper to publish 
the news that the President had vetoed 
the Bill to abolish the controversial 
Jackson Hole National Monument, But I 
was rather shocked that conservationists 
in their foolish quibbling among them- 
selves as to whether anything less than 
a "virgin" can be admitted to "society" 
had divided their power for good so badly 
that it is left to 2 men, the Secretary 
ef the. Interior. and the President to 
save the Teton area for the good of all. 
The same forces came within one vote of 
losing the great Kings Canyon Naticnal 
Parke Do they still consider that Payk 
to be a mistake and a danger to the 
system as a whole? 


Conservation Drive (Cont. from p. 1) 
for the general membership to participate 
activelyscoeeThe entire weight of the 
Sierra Club membership will be needed 
to combat postwar threats, and now is 
the time to enlist the aid of as many in- 
dividuals as we can geteessThe Committee 
is not a separate affair, but a part of 
the Sierra Club, and its aim is to keep 
in close touch with the Directors and 
aid them in whatever conservation 
pclicies they may pursue." 

Inviting participation of members no 
matser where they may be, Chairman 
Heald says, "The more members who know 
about the Committee and its purposes, the 
more cooperation and help we are going 
to get." Those who are interested in 
contributing ideas or efforts to the Com- 
mittee*s work should write to Mr. Heald 
at 3126 Rubio Canyon Road, Altadena, 
California. 

Work to be Many-Sided 

It is intended that the work of the 
Committee will include not only educa- 
tional activities, but also the proper 
and effective organization of group 
efforts in working against indiscrim- 
inate road building, exploitation of 
natural resources in national parks, 
and inappropriate or harmful use of 
such: public landse . 

Eventually the Committee will interest 
itself also in such activities as 
reforestation and erosion control. 


‘HAS EIGHT WEEKS ELAPSED SINCE YOU LAST 


VISITED THE BLOOD BANK? IF S 


0, MAKE AN 
APPOINTIENT NOW--GR 9373 OR TE 5924 4 


YODELEARS HEAR Sn tie 
-~that Sgt. Rolf Pundt spent Christmas 
holidays with Laura and John White and 
their four daughters in New Yorks Since: 
his return to Camp Atterbury, Rolf has - 
been surprised, (and pleased, no doubt}) 
to receive first prize in a portrait- 
photo competition, 

*-that Virginia Adams has spent the 

past week in San Francisco, 

~-of the birth of 9 daughter, Ann, on 
January 9, to Marion (Roach) and Bob 
Craig, in Berkeley. oe suf 
--thet Lt. "Zeke" Wall, surviver of the 
sinking of the USS Spence, was at home in 
Berkeley recently, and expects to spend 

a 30-day leave at home and at Norcen af- 
ter completing his present duty in Wash- 
ington. i ae 

--from Lewis Clark, who writes frcem his 
South Pacific base, "I'm glad to see the 
interest and concern manifested by Sierra 
Club members over the probiems of conser- 
vation of mountain recreation areas in- - 
the future--q future that is close upon 
us so far as planning is concerned." 

‘Lewis's manifold duties include the 
specialty for which the Navy trained hin, 
but not to the exclusion of a number of 
others which he had never expected to as- 
sume.- He says he finds himself, what 
with the turnover in personnel, "in that 
cozy class of local veterans." 

"Thanks," says Lewis, “to the many 
friends who sent greetings--all are on 
my ‘answer! list." 

--that Isabel Louisson recently spent a 
thirty-daay: leave with family end friends; 
she had. served overseas (South Pacific) 
with the Red Cross for a year and a half. 
--that Joe Brower, airline navigetor new 
on a short Pacific run, enjoys being able 
to sperd so much time at home in San \ 
Bruno with Elizabeth and daughter Suz-= 
anne o 


5 
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He seems -to be well on the way to 
becoming en ardent gardener, 


~-that Fred Wilke thinks it's some kind 
of record: he got 100% acceptance.on his 
reqests for leaders for next schedule's 
hikes. He is sad, though, that Larry 
Armstrong's work calls him away from S.F. 
BOS THOS BESO SES 8E SSB SEE OSS GS BE EE BESO SR 
g¢ WANTED URGENTLY--Will anyone sell ¢2 
gg en air mattress te a service man, g¢ 
¢¢ 2% years in the South Pacific, and ¢¢ 
gg add a bit to his comfort? Call or gd 
g¢ write Julia Dearth,298 Upper Tere gg 
¢¢ race,SeFel7 BuseWE 3075 RoUN 5256 dg 
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San Jacinto (Cont. from ps 1) 

withous any control or supervision by 
the agency to which the people have 
delegated the responsibility of provid- 
ing for the wise development of these 
resources, is a step to which I cannot 
consent," — ei 

Remaining Wilderness Valuable 

That this threat to a wilderness area 
has on previous occasions been recognized 
and properly dealt with is a source of 
gratification to Sierrans who--though 
mindful of the advantages of approach 
reacs and “improvenent:is" in some mountain 
aveas=-still like to think of a wilder- 
ness as a region in which the visits of 
men hove left the least possible mark, 
The Tiega Road, tne developments at 
Bacgex Pass {one of tne more regrettable 
oi which is the P.A. system whose ques- 
ticnably rendered jazZ wan be heard over 
ali the surrounding slopes), the Giant 
Forest Lodge, ail have their place. So 
aiso have the soundless aisles under the 
trees in Kern Canyon, the pleasant 

sunny solitude of Mather Pass, the com- 
plete isolation (and corresponding satis- 
faction to the ego of the descendents of 
pioneers!) of a ski mountaineers’ camp 

in Little Lakes Valley. We simply must 
keep a few uncommercialized regions. 

We can but hope that the present threat 
to the San Jacinto Wilderness Area can 

be successfully combated, 

Member Voives Protest 

There is at least one Sierran who is 
_alreacy doing something about it. A 
letser from Harry C. James (and presum- 
ably also from the Trailfinders) o? 
‘Altadena urges those who love the 
mountains to express their views to their 
own icscal assemblyman and tc the Chair- 
man of the State Park Commission--Mr. 
Joseph Re Knowland, The Tribune, Oakland. 
Mr. James! letter says: "Development, 
even over-development, in our Southern 
California mountains has been accelerated 
to such a degree during the past ten 
years that every possible effort must 


_now be made to save for ourselves and 


for posterity what few fragments of . 
mountain country still remain in their 
“pristine beauty." 

”+ You, too, can do something about 
it.” You can spend a few minutes 
writing letters that may help preserve 
one of California's few remaining 
wilderness areas, 
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LOMA--PRESTA--PRAB ENE Bm ner —s KETCHIKAN SOCIETY FAR FROM DULL 
Sunday, January 14. Hes anyone seen.a ~- (Excerpts from another of Dixie Woodburn's 
stray coyote hereabouts? Rachel Swayne .. lively chronicles) 
and Arlena Jensen led a gang of enthusias- We had a lovely Thanksgiving here. Even 
tic hikers over the Coyote Hills 8 miles . the weather cooperated, civing us one of 
south of San Jose on this particular Sun- those clear cold days so rare this fall. 
day, but the promised coyotes were very . A high school teacher and I took off 
conspicuous by their absence. However, for Saxman about noon, armed to the teeth 
Old Sol made it plenty hot for them,-and with our cameras, to photograph the totem 
it wouldn't have been much fun being --° groups there. A short way past the Coast. 
chased through the poison oak anyway. | Guard station we both discovered the film 
The trail led from where cars were park- winders were not working properly. ‘Ve 

ed on Tennant Ave. over open hillsides © needed’a darkroom, and badly. It was too 
beginning to awaken with the first green far back to town, but we finally mustered 
tufts of spring, and the 6 miles were all our courage, went back to the Coast Guard 
too short. base, and managed to get into the dark- 
Sunday, January 21. Tsk, tsk{--Imogine - room in sick bay during the comparative 
hiking to @ lead mine and coming back with- quiet of the noon hour. We soon got 
out even a lead pencil! But Coe Reed, the everything under control, and emerged from 
leader who led to the lead mine Sunday, the dark into the hubbub of a lively den- 
knew that lead pencils weren't made from tel clinic, 4 dentist was surprised by 
lead anyway, so he substituted a nice 7- our unexpected appearance, but we beat a 
mile hike as appeaser. Which did. hasty retreat out of sick bay, down the 

ox road, and on to Saxman. There we photo- 
Sewe Pou Raton etE sen : graphed the totem poles from every con- 


Esther Firth writes that, in addition to Ceivable angle. On the way home we were 
her library duties at Santa Barbara State, 5*V°7 ® lift in a pessing taxi! It still 
she is now housemother at Gamma Delta Chi SUFPY1SCS me, though it has now happened 
sorority which she says “is a panic and I several tines, when I'm out on the road 
love iti" Mrs. Firth is now at her old and a taxi passes, stops, and offers me a 
home in Los Gatos, and Valter 1s in Hawaii, Tide back to town. this is the easiest 
My, how those Firthe get eround! =>, 0 country an the world for hitch hiking. 
eA wo AES Later in the-evening ‘cight of us gath- 
So CONGRATULATIONS DEPARTMENT \. *<.. ered at the Dassows' for a wonderful 
¥ The mony, many friends of those two very turkey dinner, 
prominent sunny spots along the trail--Helm Friday night there was a formal dance 
‘Wunderlich and Pat Olivers-are delighting at the Coast Guard base gym, We were 
their Loma Prieta and Bay Chaptor friends taken from the USO in buses (no trucks, 
with an announcement of wedding plans. for this timet), found the gym beautifully 
the very near future. Our very best wishes decorated and looking as much like a 
to the happy bride-to-be, and oh Pat-~you night club as possibie, and had a wonder- 
lucky, lucky man$ ful time. Then Saturday night I danced 

Wnaich brings up a real question of state, again at the USO Old Time Dance--wh ich 
For years Pat has been hiking with the L.P. gets better and better each week end. 
Chapter and paying dues to the Bay Chapter— Sunday we had a beautiful clear cold 
but donating $1 each year to the LPans for day, and although I had planned to clean 
What he calls a “conscience fund". This house, I headed up the mountain, On the 
we have cheerfully accepted, but when he way I moet a Coast Guard Chief and hiked 
walks off with no less than the present with him to the cabin. It had snowed the 
Chairman, if you please, of the L.P.Chapter, day and night before, and the woods -were 
are we going to sit by and let him make a fairy land, The small trees and bushes 
her a spouse member of the Bay Chapter? § were fantastic shapes with their heavy 
No, say we,-our foot, is definitely down! loads of snows; all the branches of bushes 

x i Se r aes, were outlined in ice crystals, and icicles 
Ste) os : hung from the limbs. It was late when we 

AND...while papa Capt.Vinton Matthews is reached the cabin, but we went on toward 
battling the Germans with Gen.Patton's Army, the summit for another half mile or mores, 
mama Margie Moore Matthews is at home on The snow was almost kmee deop,, light 
Mt, Hamilton entertaining its new resident,fluffy stuff, and the trail not broken, . 
John Vinton, born Jan.l5th. Congrats to so we turned back, inviting though the 
the proud parents! -«DLK summit looked. As it was, (cont'd p..6.) 
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sis Trail 4 Dey 
NSS wielders © viitboia: picks 
and shovels did their bit for the good. 


of the cause on‘Sunday, Jane 2ist. As 
the dirt flew under the. workerst tools, 
an oecasional earthworm was uncovered=- 
though why these humble agents of soil 
aeration should be found silently toil- 
ing at the trailside arouses our cur= 
losity. ° 

The first Trillium ovatum of the year 
was observed near one or the Bprings on 
the Matt Davis trail,:-The-Garrya blos- 
soms seen two weeks. ago were’ camplete- 
ly dried up; yet the dried pistillate: 
catkins are persistent from last years 
The winter buds are, on the Shanquepine, 
and both first-year” and, secon “year . 
acorns are on’ the Tanbark’ Oake 

ossmieniaatnmeannnalll 


é Polka’ in’ the. News ~ 

From an. indubitable. source we have 
heard that Jim Greemidod, (who accom. - 
panied the NSS “and Tooal walkers fre~ 
quently while he was.at Treasure 
Island)-was. married last summer to 
Professor He Ee McMinn's daughters - 
Since. last we saw Jim he has seen 


service in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
theaterse 

And now the here is with us ‘Ageing 
this time in the person of. Jim McGrath,” 


a New Yorker, -Jim is especially inter= 
ested in those symbiotic sreations 


known, as- lichens,.and we hope that dure 


ing his.sojourn in these parts he may 
teach, .us,to distinguish the more com- 
mon, species. in this very geht tenet but 
ubsquitous groupe 

At Sierran . Alice daxtuoadts B6th ; 
birthday party last week, decorations 
for the speakers* table consisted of 
Arctostaphylos Manzanita from the San 
Rafael hillse 


s-> NSS CALENDAR - 
Jam, 28, Sunday: East Bay Nasiganitnes 
Sef. members take 8:37 "B" train at 
Termingl. Go to Underhill Station at 
end of the line, where we will moet the 
East Bay.membérs at 9¢l2¢ 
Febe 16, Friday: 7:30 pame Meeting at 
360 Wiis Towers -.Our fellow- pers ety 
Joseph Pissott,will show his colored: 
movie travelogue of Yellowstone and 
Glacier National Parks. Come and gaze 
with us into the depths of Morninglory 
Pool, hear Tom Howell's explanation of 
thermal action, and Joanne Taylor's 
talk on the swans of Yellowstonee 
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* ADD-LIBEING * 
oe ee ee 
“Principal Waterfalls of the World", 
special number of Yosemito Nature then, 
would make a nice Surprise for many club 
members abroad in tho armed forces. Well 
illustrated, priced 257, published by 
Yosemite Natural History Association, 
Yosemite National Park. 

Fifty years is a long time in a club's 
existence, The Mazamas have issued an 
anniversary number with illustrations 
which show that the love for mountains is 
a force suffisient to attract and hold 
members as the years go by, Ad multos 
annost 
' From Santiago, Chile comes the "Revista 
Andina", the Septomber-October number for 


. 1944 being dedicated to "Farnllones y al 


‘Ski Club Chile." . The pleasure of reading 
grows with the conviction that down there 


. people who look up’ to the mountains got 


together just like we do and let no ob 
stacles deter them from reaching their , 
goaleeto find recreation in climbing and ~ 


‘skiing, to test their skill in ski races, 


to explore. . However, with the report of 
the appearance of a 33 foot’ sea serpent in. | 
Payettes Lake’; Idaho, the editor no doubt 
fell. victim to some "Yonquits " fine art of 
“pulling a leg." 
‘Reports about preparations for five ex- 
paaibions (four Mexioan and one Argentine) 


.to Aconcagua find a-sad explanation in the 


Boletin Official del Club Excursioniesta - 
TXTAPOPO of Mexieo City, An editorial is 
dedicated to the disaster that overcame a 
party of climbers from lexico and Argentine 


.on the slopes of Aconcagua in October last 


year. An article, furthermore, discusses 
causes of ‘accidents with special reference 
to one befalling a young climber on Popo- 
catepetl. Referring to accidents, we 
others should withhold judgment on victims, 
unless lack of forethought or preparation 


» Ls-the obvious cause. 


"The Western Outdoor Quarterly", January 
number, prints the "National Park Stan- 
dards” of the Campfire Clubs of America 
and the Western Outdoor Clubs. Is it aske 


‘img too-much to expect that a reprint be 


mailed to every Sierra Club member? Fur- 
thermore, the presidont reports on the 
past year's activity of the Federation. 
One passage refers to conservation of 


Oregon lhiyr aoe The fate of the efforts of 
Cont'd on page 6 
ob, 18, Sunday: Morin Marshes bird 
trip, Buy round trip ticket to Kente 


fields take 9:40 aem, Fairfax bus, 
Joanne Taylor, leader. Phone AS, 7169 
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CALIFORNIA TIMBER PRODUCTION UP" rv" 1944 °° 


The Forest Service has . reported that the - 
Calitiornia timber cut for the wear end- .° 
ing. June 30, 1944, had increased - 29% over,” 
the: previous yeti ' : 
w;Dixie (cont, Pst p: a), ; 
itwas pretty dark .and. pretty slow. EO-. 
ving by the time we got down toward the: 


end of the trail. It was enly,aroynd. 6 i 


efclock when we got back to town, jand it 
‘is hard to realize that a few months .ago 
“one could start Up the mountain at that. 


eal and still have light, engueh, to. Bot... 
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“itda-Liboing (Cont. from Pe 5): 


the Oregon, group to, presorye, ; fhe hobite t 
af these plo mts in as large number of! 


0 
Pye 


land tracts as possible is pf. grote at ins ; 


tcrest here because a sigiler cetion may, 
« before ‘long becoine hecessary in Marin 4 
" Sounty. The, writcr, admits ,, concerning. 
conservation, finding hinself on. St ee 
yhorns of a dil mna., He, realizes thet, ” 
at present, materials+-rogardless of 
their sourco--must be drown into we i 
« Supplics. Opposed, to this reasoning, an. 
his conviction the + never before wes, it! 
60 urgont that aroas 
by economic processes, be sc. fogueardcd - 
from boing laid woste now or Lofor on. 
This is the rezson for the hove ick 
+ the pamphlet mentioned above may- be made, 
.. available bo. Ohl of Us. are 
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"Pleasure end eek afiied a tagh a in ‘the 
gratified. expressions of the audience 
*viewing F. Owen Pearco!s Kodachrome 
slides at the PG&E Auditorium last 

», Tuesdey » Wildflower scenes «along Coast: 
‘Range, fo thills. and interior valleys, 


he High, Sierra’ pictures reca .lling fav-/? 


vo 
a 


., orite trails, and campsites, made’ uo 
; balaneed - end” interesting prograin. cay 
Following ‘the showing of the slides, ““: 
Glenn, Naber ran a “short reel of color- 
sound movies of a boat trio down the: eater’ 
, Yukon--a preview of the program fo* tle * 
next. Education Committed ‘évont. Time 
and place. of the noxt’, meeting are to be” 


nf annaunced , ‘later, “put? it vill “probably ai 


be scheduled for early Rebruary. 


** SIERRAN REPORTS FROM ‘ITALY 


In"e ‘Agbter” wecontly’ redcived by his 
' parents, Dick Weber ‘writes of ‘the moun= ~ 

tain town im whieh. hé.finds surprising * 

, things: “When I left the States I never 

expected to be living “fn, seh luxury-~ ,, 

for therArmys:;The spot.I'm. living in 
‘now is “like. somethinig” Sut" ofa painting. . 
, It'salittle.village right on top of a. 
_ mountain, ‘These Italians will put a town 
They just;'seem to hang them 7 
on the mountainsides... Boing quartered : « 
in ‘® ‘house’ was about the last thing I'd | 
expected, but these people seom,.so happy. 
to have you that they just move over and 
_ make, Yoom for the GI's. For a few cig-, 
arettes they! 11 do almost ayything for 
you--wash ‘clothes, ‘carry: packs, wash _. 
dtshes vg s6 ‘the rooms Byes it's really 
great, —' 

"Ths paitouittle Witedducart built of 
sténé (wood sétmsito bé very SCArce jeu 
' seems to be very old. They'say that the 
church’ was: built, in the seventeenth cont- 
ury’: Terraced land surrounds the village." 
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